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A T ULT Completer, Ramone Gayle is working hard at his new job with USIC. Here he is pictured at 

one of his job locations in his new USIC work truck. Mr. Jones was enrolled at DV on September 

2023 as an Advanced Training Transfer. While here he was an excellent student that took his trade seri-

ously. He went on to complete his ULT Trade on February 2024. 

CONGRATULATIONS Ramone! Keep up the good work! We are very proud of your accomplishment! 
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A T ULT Completer,  Ricardo Sinclair  is working hard at his new job with USIC. Here he is 

pictured at one of his job locations in his new USIC work truck. Mr. Jones was enrolled 

at DV on September 2023 as an Advanced Training Transfer. While here he was an excellent 

student that took his trade seriously. He went on to complete his ULT Trade on February 

2024. 

CONGRATULATIONS Ricardo ! Keep up the good work! We are very proud of your accom-
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DV students took to the gym for the 2024 Valentine’s Day dance. CSIO, Ns. 

Naclerio and and the recreational staff were all there to help the students 

dance the evening away to their favorite tunes with their friends and peers. 
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C ongratulations to all of the CSIO Awards Winner for the 
month of January 2024. Keep up the good work.  
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COOKING IN C U LINARY 
Culinary Arts students have been whipping up some delicious treats! This week, with help from the Culinary 

Instructor, Mr. Whitlock, Culinary students made some delicious Beef Brolciole, Fried Polenta, Garlic & oil 

braised broccoli and bread pudding for dessert for the CPP Luncheon. These delicious items were shared with 

new students and staff to enjoy. Thank You to all the Culinary Arts students and Mr. Whitlock for making and 

sharing all the good stuff you are making. We look forward to trying more of what you all will come up with. 
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March IGR Board– By Wellness 
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   STaff Birthdays                               Student Birthdays 

Jiron Kevii 03/05 

Philip Hillriegel 03/13 

Kervelin Ramirez 03/14 

Willa Rodriguez 03/22 

Hakim Talbi 03/25 

Christene Reiche 03/25 

Anthony Motta 03/26 

Nicklos Alvarado 03/29 

 

Arbelys Rojas 03/05 

Lori-Ann S Walters 03/06 

Johnathan Batista 03/07 

Manuel Fontanez 03/11 

Kendal Phillip 03/23 

Sergio Huerta 03/28 
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 Health & Wellness 

WELLNESS’ SmokiNg CESSatioN WorkShop  

SmokiNg iS aN addiCtioN … QuittiNg iS diffiCuLt
… You doN’t havE to do it aLoNE

Sign up for The Smoking Cessation Workshop

“thE BuTT STopS hErE” 
Fridays - 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

Room 205 or Virtually in google T&T classroom 
Contact Ms. Rose-Mary (845 887-9103) 

** Workshop is Open to students and staff!
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We help young people succeed! 

 

NOW HIRING 

(Full-time, part-time, and on-call) 

 Residential Staff 

Senior Safety & Security Advisor 

Located in Callicoon, NY 

Send resume to  

stawowy.deirdre@jobcorps.org 

(845) 887-9054 

mailto:vivers.kimberly@jobcorps.org
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Delaware Valley Job Corps Center 

9368 State Route 97, Callicoon, NY 12723

(845) 887-5400 

W hat is Job Corps? 

Job Corps is a no-cost education and vocational 

training program administered by the U.S.  

Department of Labor that helps young people ages 16 

through 24 improve the quality of their lives through  

vocational and academic training. Funded by Congress, Job  

 

Corps has been training young adults for meaningful  

careers since 1964. Job Corps is committed to offering all 

students a safe, drug-free environment where they can take 

advantage of the resources provided. Job Corps’ Mission is 

to attract eligible young people, teach them the skills they 

need to become employable and independent, and place 

them in meaningful jobs or further education. 

DVJCC offers: 
 Electrician Helper 

 Carpentry 

 Security  

 Culinary 

 Facilities Maintenance 

 USIC: Underground Utility Loca-

tion and Damage Prevention  

 Patient Care Technician (CNA, 

Job Corps Benefits 
 Free education 

 Earn $$ - Bi-weekly student allowance 

 Live on campus 

 Special incentives 

 Obtain your TASC/HSD 

 Meals and basic health care provided 

 Transition allowance 

 Assistance upon graduation with employment, 

transportation, education, military & more! 

How to Apply 
 Contact Marian Wood at (845) 887-9043 

 wood.marian@jobcorps.org 

 Set up a tour at (845) 887-9043 
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#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Kittrell Reaches for the Stars 

Kittrell hopes to grow applicant interest through its participation in the 
Reach for the Stars STEM and Resource Fair held at North Carolina 
State University. The fair was targeted at middle and high school 
students with disabilities. Center Director Norman Turner, along with 
OA/CTS Director Vernell Milon and OA/CTS Admin. Assistant Ann 
Riley, managed a booth to meet with attendees and network with 54 
service vendors. They also spoke with Gov. Roy Cooper, U.S. Rep. 
Wiley Nickel and State Representative Frank Sossamon (pictured 
here). The event was hosted by Catalyst, part of the university's 
Science House and funded by NC Vocational Rehabilitation.  

A Roaring Endorsement  

Brunswick Center Director Mary Geoghegan got her own media moment in The 
Brunswick News for her meeting with the Jekyll Lions Club. Ms. Geoghegan 
recently met with Lions Club President Mike Mueller to discuss Job Corps 
opportunities. Brilliant networking, Brunswick! 

Making Media Look Easy 

Keystone was truly the Master of Media this week, appearing in two television 
broadcasts as well as a trade journal article. Keystone students were featured in the 
Standard Speaker newspaper and YouTube for helping to clean debris along the 
Greater Hazleton Chamber of Commerce Parkway. The activity was part of the 
Great American Cleanup Pennsylvania. Other students were featured on WYLN 35 
News for volunteering (in their colorful Keystone shirts) at the Empty Bowls event. 
Finally, Keystone graduate Safari Muyobe was spotlighted in the IUPAT Journal for 
his journey from Tanzania to an internship with Postupak Painting and ultimately an 

From our President, Susan Sez 

Adams is delighted to announce that Cascades Center student 
Jonathan Stevens is the first to achieve his Google Career Certificate! 
Jonathan is in the Computer Technician Network+ trade and started our 
Grow with Google program in March. He successfully completed the five 
courses to earn his certificate in Google IT Support. We currently have 
more than 100 students across eight Centers enrolled in our Google 
program and hope to see even more completers soon! 

April 28, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

D.C. Culinary Competition Heats Up 

Exeter's Advanced Culinary Team went toque to toque with the 
nation's best aspiring chefs at the 2023 National ProStart Invitation in 
Washington D.C. The trip included a visit with U.S. Senator Jack Reed 
and a tour of Capitol Hill. Prior the visit, Exeter received a standing 
ovation from the Rhode Island General Assembly during a special 
ceremony. The Culinary Team aka Team Atlas included Luis Cosme, 
Xaalyn Barr, Steven Sarabia, Jaheim Shannon and Michael Rotondi. 
Special kudos to Chef Mark Bennison, Education & Training 
Supervisor David Lovett and Culinary Career Counselor Joelle 
Kuhns for accompanying our students on this trip! 

Grafton Greetings from McGovern 

Grafton opened its doors to long-time Job Corps supporter 
U.S. Representative Jim McGovern this week. Rep. 
McGovern met with Center Director Colleen Lanza and 
upcoming Grafton graduates Avianna White, Angel 
Flores, Nazayah Carrasquillo and Oliver Kocsis. Each 
shared what brought them to Job Corps and their 
accomplishments. Rep. McGovern was especially moved 
by Angel's story about immigrating from El Salvador since 
Rep. McGovern has visited El Salvador many times. He 
shared the visit on his Facebook page and told Ms. Lanza 
the meeting was very uplifting for him and "just what he 
needed." Thank you Rep. McGovern for your ongoing 
support! 

Kings of the Road 

Kittrell students were actually excited to see things "go downhill fast" during 
their participation in the 10th Annual Gravity Car Games held in downtown 
Lenoir. Eight students spent long hours crafting the perfect Soapbox Race for 
the event, which involved a track with a 90-foot elevation. Although students 
initially hit a speed bump through a flawed breaking system discovered during 
the time trials, they were able to patch things up and complete two additional 
downhill heats. One of these was the second fastest time of the day! Kudos to 
the University of North Carolina for connecting Kittrell with the Gravity 
Games and giving students a chance to put their problem-solving to the test. 

From our President, Susan Sez 

We love it when our Centers have the opportunity to educate their Workforce Development Boards 
about Job Corps benefits. Keystone/Red Rock WIOA Manager Jill Payne had the honor of 
presenting at the Annual Pennsylvania Workforce Development Association Conference, one of 
the largest workforce conferences in the country. Ms. Payne delivered a workshop entitled “You are not 
alone” to match the conference's theme of partnerships. Other Keyrock staff at the event included Red 
Rock Site Director Roy Dalton and OA/CTS Director Edward Weaver. Kudos to Ms. Payne and the 
Keyrock team for making this presentation happen! 

May 5, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Gubernatorial Gourmand 

Adams' Exeter Advanced Culinary students made the gourmet grade with 
Rhode Island Governor Dan McKee! Gov. McKee sampled some of the 
students' scrumptious Oreo Cheesecake during their participation in the 
annual Taste of North Kingstown. The event showcases the top food and 
beverage throughout the North Kingstown area. Exeter students prepared 
delicious treats such as the Oreo Cheesecake, Lemon Bombs and Jamocha 
Fudge Cake, just to name a few. Kudos to Chef Mark Bennison and the 
Exeter team for making this moment possible! 

Policymaker Partnerships in Pennsylvania 

Keystone has begun its quest to woo U.S. Senator John Fetterman to 
the Center, starting with a visit from his Congressional staffers Sabrina 
McLaughlin and Cody Forgach. The staffers toured Keystone trades, 
spoke with students and learned about the benefits of Job Corps. Kudos to 
Deputy Center Director Seth Traugh, OA/CTS Director Edward Weaver 
and WIOA Manager Jill Payne for hosting this important tour!  

In more Pennsylvania news, the State Capitol hosted a special visit for 
Keystone, Red Rock and Philadelphia Center SGA students. Students 
were announced on the House Floor as guests of Pennsylvania State 
Representatives Tina Pickett, Mike Cabell, Dane Watro and Joseph 

Going for the GOAT 

Our Achieve Workforce Academy (AWA) student Daija Rhodes gabbed about the GOAT Youth Mental 
Health Expo at Bowie State University during a 7News DC interview last month. Daija serves on the 
Prince George's County Youth Action Board and was helping to promote the event. She is working 
toward her GED at AWA and wants to be a key player in the community. In other exciting news, AWA has 
formed a new partnership with El Poder de Ser Mujer to reach more Latino youth in Prince George's 
County and recently attended their Women's Fair. 

From our President, Susan Sez 

Two of the original X-Men, Maintenance Manager Bob Rainey 
(pictured top left) and Safety & Security Manager Charlie Graham 
(pictured bottom left) will be taking a well-deserved retirement at the 
end of the month. Bob and Charlie have dedicated nearly 20 years at 
the Exeter Center, ensuring a smooth operating Center and 
establishing a quality living and learning environment for students and 
staff. They set a standard to make sure The X achieved its motto of 
“A First Class Place for First Class People.” We will miss their cheery 
disposition and pride in a job well done. Still, we know that X-Men and 
Women retain their superpowers forever! Once an X-Men, always an 
X-Men. Thanks Bob and Charlie! 

May 12, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Grafton Gardeners 

Grafton goodwill grabbed the attention of the Milford Free Press, as students were 
celebrated for helping to clean up Mendon Senior Center. The project was part of 
the Grafton Center's annual Earth Day activities and included raking, edging and 
mulching the many beds and gardens at the senior center. The Grafton Center and 
the Senior Center have partnered on this yearly project for several years, said 
Mendon COA Director Amy Wilson Kent. Students involved were Sazlily St. Marc, 
Jose Damudt and James Millott. Kudos to Work-Based Learning Coordinator 
Marty Yenawine for helping to arrange this important community service! 

Promoting Panther Pride 

Glenmont pinned down peer support as part of its Mental Health 
Awareness Month activities. Center Managers identified stand-
out students during the weekly Business Meeting and awarded 
them Panther Pins. Those students were then instructed to give 
Panther Pins to other students that stood out for their 
employability skills, supportive nature and overall friendliness. 
Glenmont plans to continue the practice beyond this month. 

Culinary’s Woodsy Charm 

Philadelphia Culinary Arts students headed into the woods for a first-hand look at 
how food services work at assisted care facilities. The students visited Woods 
Services Center in Langhorne, PA, which serves clients with developmental 
disabilities and brain trauma, to learn about food safety, sanitation practices and 
sustainability. They even took some time to meet with some of the Woods' favorite 
residents, the therapeutic riding horses. What a wild view of Culinary career options! 

From our President, Susan Sez 

Congratulations to Executive Director Tamer Koheil for receiving FBI Boston's 
2022 Director's Community Leadership Award from FBI Director Christopher 
Wray and Special Agent in Charge Joseph R. Bonavolonta! Mr. Koheil was 
honored in early May for his service to Massachusetts and New Hampshire.  

Associate Vice President Ross Peterson represented Adams at the 2023 DOL 
ETA Vision 2030 Workforce Convening. Presenters included First Lady Jill 
Biden and Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttegieg, along with DOL 
Assistant Secretaries Lenita-Jacobs Simmons and Brent Pardon and Job 
Corps Director Rachel Torres. The focus was to ensure federal agencies and 
workforce partners facilitate a diverse, equitable and inclusive workforce for the 
trillions of dollars being spent on infrastructure, CHIPs, climate and care 
economies. Fables subscribers Peni Webster-Lewis, Aneta Hrbenko, Jerry 
Ingersoll, John Emminger and Ami Sanchez, along with operator buddies, 
participated to connect Job  Corps with workforce officials involved in these major 
initiatives.  

May 19, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Granite State Grand Slam  

New Hampshire students hit a home run with a visit to 
Northeast Delta Dental Stadium (home of the New 
Hampshire Fisher Cats) and the nearby Hilton Garden Inn. 
The Hotel & Hospitality, Culinary and Homeland Security 
trades were there to learn about cross-industry opportunities. 
They met Stadium Manager Andrew Marais and toured the 
stadium as they received an overview of facility areas and how 
each operates. Next, Hilton Sales Director Mary Stockwell-
Hill introduced students to staff throughout the hotel's various 
departments so they could hear about their personal career 
journeys. Students concluded the day with Fisher Cats 
baseball caps, lunch at the Hilton and a brief outing at 
Livingston Park. 

Putting the Mettle to the Kettle 

Kittrell rang in another Community Service Award from the Henderson 
Salvation Army for its ongoing participation in the Red Kettle Bell Ringing 
Campaign every holiday season. Henderson Salvation Army Captain Joshua 
Keaton presented the award to WBL student Lourd Scales and Outreach 
Coordinator Joan Robinson. Kittrell students and staff have volunteered with 
the Salvation Army for 15 years. The Center regularly receives Community 
Service Awards for these activities. The award announcement was even 
featured in the Henderson Daily Dispatch.  

Table Time 

Mississippi Culinary students are feasting on new skills through a 
collaboration with Farmer’s Table in Livingston. The training, made 
possible through the Center's partnership with Jackson State 
University's TRIO program, exposes students to farm-to-table 
techniques. Students will learn how to grow foods and cook them in a 
top-of-the-line culinary kitchen, under the tutelage of Johnson & Wales 
University-trained Chef Jordan Carlin. They will gain a variety of 
career readiness skills as they learn about various culinary careers. 

From our President, Susan Sez 

Adams continues to Grow with Google, enrolling nearly 250 students in the Google Career Certificate 
program since March. Nearly 60 students have completed a Google course, with five students from 
Cascades completing all the necessary courses to receive their Google Career Certificates in IT Support 
and Project Management. While Cascades leads the Google pack with 50 students enrolled, Philadelphia, 
which started in April, is catching up with 28 enrollments. Brunswick started in May and already has 23 
enrollments. We expect to see course completions and certificate attainments increase more quickly as 
more students work through the program. 

June 2, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Schooling Seniors on Job Corps 

Grafton students turned tour guides for Grafton's annual High School 
Tour Day! More than 150 high school seniors and guidance counselors 
attended the event, which featured student-run CTT displays throughout 
the gym. The annual event has become an increasingly successful 
recruitment strategy for the Center, said OA/CTS Manager Amber 
Polisher. She said current Job Corps students who attended the tour last 
year are eager to talk to the seniors about their experience. Grafton hopes 
to expand the event to include superintendents and school officials. 

Props to the Proctors 

Kittrell students once more broke out their proctoring prowess to 
assist Clark Street Elementary School with its End of Grade tests. 
Prior to proctoring, students received proctor training from Clark 
Street Assistant Principal Dr. C’monee Wilkins and Bookkeeper 
Yolanda Henderson. Proctors included students Clint Campbell, 
TyAsia Daise, Charlotte Mcdonald, Kristen Dickerson and 
Jaharah Yahaya. Kittrell has supported the Vance County Schools 
End of Grade testing for the last 20 years. Keep it up, Kittrell! 

A Prestigious Prom Prep 

Exeter students prettied up some special prom guests, as the students assisted 
residents at Lincoln Woods Rehabilitation Center. Students helped the residents get 
glammed up for their Senior Citizen Prom, curling hair and applying make-up to their 
overjoyed clients. All the while, students and seniors bonded over old stories and 
learned all their elders had to share. Many students are eager to return to the nursing 
home and spend more time with its residents. Excellent work, Exeter! 

From our President, Susan Sez 

The entire Adams Family wishes former New Hampshire Facility Manager Art 
Penno congratulations on a well-deserved retirement! Mr. Penno dedicated 23 
years of his career to Job Corps, starting with the day he first walked into the 
Shriver Center, thinking it was an employment agency. He quickly rose from 
Maintenance Technician to Maintenance Manager and was later offered the job of 
Maintenance Manager at the new state-of-the-art New Hampshire Center when it 
opened in 2015. "Art always had students working around him. He was often 
assigned the toughest students to mentor, but they all adored him," said Fables 
Editor Emeritus, who never missed a chance to eat lunch with Mr. Penno and 
Dave Basilio whenever he visited Shriver. "In fact, they demanded it and would 
give me grief if I didn’t sit by them." Thank you, Mr. Penno, for all your years of 
service to Adams and our students! 

June 9, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Audience with Augusta 

Brunswick Center Director Mary Geoghegan made major inroads in 
Job Corps' push for partnerships related to federal infrastructure 
funding. She attended the WorkSource Georgia East Central Georgia 
Workforce Board Retreat in Augusta. WorkSource Georgia board 
members from nine counties joined with elected officials  and others to 
discuss workforce strategies, including a capacity-building grant for 
infrastructure projects. Augusta is among the Biden Administration's 
identified Workforce Hubs. The Administration will work with these 
Workforce Hubs to establish partnerships that ensure a diverse and 
skilled workforce for infrastructure-related jobs, including clean energy. 
Ms. Geoghegan educated the Augusta workforce community on how 
Job Corps can provide the training and talent pool to feed into these 
jobs. Ms. Geoghegan also sits on the Central Savannah River Area 
Workforce Development Board and has met with UA Local 150 . 

For the Fathers 

Keystone Construction students honored Father's Day early this year, volunteering 
with the Catherine McAuley Center to spruce up a new homeless shelter in Scranton. 
The organization recently expanded its services from women and children to single 
fathers. "Some of our students are experiencing similar situations in their own lives. So, 
this is a good way to help out the community and learn a little bit about their craft and their 
trade," said Facilities Maintenance Instructor Matthew Lazar. Students were even 
recognized for their efforts in a WNEP broadcast for Channel 16 ABC News!  

Shipshape Start 
Mississippi Construction and Welding students shipped out to 
Ingalls Shipbuilding to learn about job opportunities for this leading 
producer of ships for the U.S. Navy. Ingalls is the second largest 
private employer in Mississippi. Students toured the facility in 
Pascagoula and met with staff about Ingalls’ workplace expectations. 
The Center looks forward to re-establishing its Ingalls partnership 
from prior to the pandemic. A special thanks to HBI BCT Instructor 
Manuel Reyes for organizing this eye-opening trip! 

Employee Spotlight — Clency Bullock 

Adams' latest Employee Spotlight interview is Clency Bullock, Property Manager at the 
Kittrell Center! Ms. Bullock has worked at Kittrell for 15 years, starting as a temporary 
Wellness Medical Assistant and later holding full-time positions for Academics Assistant, 
Scheduling Clerk and SGA Coordinator. "I love what I do and knowing that I am making a 
difference drives me daily to continue in the aid of the success of this Center," she said. 
"Kittrell Job Corps is like my second home." Ms. Bullock hopes to instill in students great work 
ethics and respect for others. When not working, she enjoys spending time with her 
grandchildren, sewing and reading her Bible. Ms. Bullock models what true dedication, 
perseverance and resilience look like. We are honored to have her in the Family! 

June 16, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Electrifying Partnerships 

Grafton has the hook-up with major electric utilities! Grafton is readying to 
send 10-12 Construction students to participate in a paid weatherization 
training internship with ICF, National Grid and Eversource. The students will 
earn $20 an hour while they gain valuable weatherization skills. The 
partnership was made possible through E&T Director Nicole Trombly's work 
with ICF Senior Workforce Consultant Danielle Chiaraluce. This followed 
an ICF presentation on a Boston Region call in May. Separately, Grafton had 
National Grid leaders Amanda Formeica, Carlene Lacey, Ben Levinson, 
Jimmy Lee and Stephanie Chery visit the Center to speak with Electrical 
Wiring and Plumbing students. The Boston Region even gave Grafton a 
special shout-out on its latest call for these great partnerships! 

Painting Powerhouses 

Miami Gardens Mayor Rodney Harris formally recognized Miami IUPAT 
Painting student for their participation in the 2nd Annual Miami Gardens 
Arbor Day Senior Home Beautification Project. Students Roman 
McDonald, Devon Baily, Trinard French, Temaya Gillyard and Destiny 
Jolley attended the ceremony at city hall. They were joined by Instructor 
Charles Garcia and Center Director Jamilah Rideout. Way to paint the 
perfect picture, Miami! 

The Art of Apprenticeship 

Keystone IUPAT Painting graduate Janelle Morgan will brush up her future through an 
apprenticeship with Postupak Painting. Janelle will make $33.87 an hour in her new role. She 
enrolled in Keystone in August 2022 and obtained her COR 1003C Introduction to Green 
Building and Essential Skills for the Pre-Apprentice credentials. Staff described Janelle as a 
model student that they're sure will only continue to exceed in her career. Keep it up, Keyrock! 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

Adams E&T Director Todd Skocki represented Adams on a panel for 
2023 Airports Council International - North America Business of 
Airports Conference. Mr. Skocki was among the workforce development 
experts selected to discuss how workforce development can maximize 
airports' potential. He promoted the skilled talent pool offered through the 
Job Corps system and showcased our Adams Careers in Aviation training 
program. Mr. Skocki was joined by Adams partner, Safety & Security 
Instruction President/CEO Lorena de Rodriguez, as well as Port of 
Portland and Denver International Airport representatives.  

In other news, our Achieve Workforce Academy recently opened its 
new Greenbelt office, giving Prince George's County youth two options for 
workforce development services! 

June 30, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Flying High on Star Power 

Phoenix students Aiden Munoz, Axel Hayes and Imani Davis received the 
star treatment last month, when they helped film a sizzle reel for our Adams 
Careers in Aviation program. The students completed both courses in the 
program, which prepares and educates students on airport-related careers, and 
were eager to flaunt their knowledge. They worked with Adams training partner, 
Safety & Security Instruction, to develop the reel, which was shown at the 
2023 Airports Council International - North America Business of Airports 
Conference. Kudos to these Phoenix pioneers and be sure to check out the 
video to see them in their cinematic debut! If you’re looking to hire, they’re ready! 

Infrastructure Intel 

Glenmont transformed its latest Community Relations Council in an infrastructure information-gathering session. 
OA/CTS Manager Lisa Hall met with members such as Workforce Development Institute Apprenticeship 
Director Jean Reinke, Saratoga-Warren-Washington Counties' Zoe Vandermoulen and Ironworkers Local 
12 Vice President Eric Brugeman to discuss who to reach out to for federally-funded infrastructure projects. 
Ms. Reinke promoted several labor organizations that meet monthly to discuss projects and suggested reaching 
out to the labor organizations for additional certification training related to infrastructure. She mentioned monthly 
Labor Breakfasts, where Glenmont could advertise Job Corps as an Infrastructure Academy. Way to charge 
forward, Glenmont! 

Spending Time with the Sheriff 
The Sheriff was in town at Kittrell last month. Vance County Sheriff Curtis 
Brame visited the Center to build relationships with the students. He toured the 
campus in the early morning to meet students prior to class and visited the 
Security trade to discuss law enforcement careers and options within. Kittrell has a 
strong ongoing relationship with the Sheriff's Department and regularly schedules 
these visits to foster a positive view for law enforcement among students. 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

Adams is going back to Shriver! I was notified by the Boston Region on June 
28 that we were awarded the Shriver IDIQ contract and will start Aug.1. Adams 
originally opened the Shriver Center in 1998 and operated it until 2016 when it 
was set aside for small business. Shriver is located on the former Ft. Devens 
military base in Devens, MA. and serves 300 students. The contract includes 
recruitment for 1,087 students annually throughout the greater Boston metro 
and northeast regions of Massachusetts. Many Family members started their 
Job Corps careers at Shriver and are excited to welcome the Center back into 
the Family! Transition started this week, led by Executive Director Tamer 
Koheil. Top-performing Grafton Center Director Colleen Lanza will become 
the new Shriver Center Director, marking her return to her first Center. Let's all 
do our best to ensure a smooth return to our Ice Cream Palace! 

July 7, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

A Sunny Session 

Glenmont's Advanced Solar PV Instructor Joanne Coons shed some light 
on energy-efficient housing with a class visit to her Clifton Park home. Ms. 
Coons works with Hudson Valley Community College, which provides the 
Solar PV training for the Center. Students toured her home to observe how 
the solar panels they're learning to install provide heat and light to private 
homes. They also tested Ms. Coons' electric bike and electric lawn mower. 
They concluded the day with some non-meat burgers cooked by student 
Justin Reed. All agreed that the lesson was a sustainability success!  

Coffee with Cartwright 

Keystone SGA student Kyleah Huff enjoyed a cup of Joe with U.S. 
Representative Matt Cartwright at his Coffee with Your Congressman event. 
Executive Director Kelly King and WIOA Manager Jill Payne joined Kyleah 
and Rep. Cartwright to discuss potential connections to Pennsylvania 
infrastructure projects. Kyleah also shared her Job Corps experiences and 
plans for the future. We appreciate Rep. Cartwright's steadfast support for the 
Keystone/Red Rock Center and its students! 

How to Finish with a Flourish 

Exeter students learned how they can put the finishing touch on their training during 
a visit to new WBL partner, Bel Air Finishing, in Quonset Point, RI. Bel Air Finishing 
works in tumbling, deburring and polishing parts used in medical, aerospace, firearms, 
jewelry and 3D printed products. Owner Steve Alvitti led students on a tour of the 
facility and even allowed them to touch components that Bel Air Finishing had worked 
on over the years. Students visited the manufacturing floor to see how the machines 
operated and attended a Q&A with Bel Air Finishing staff. Exeter is excited to see 
where this partnership takes them next! 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

Adams Centers continue to hit the ground running on Job Corps' Infrastructure Academy effort. Grafton 
leadership recently met with the Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) to discuss 
opportunities for students. They learned that the contractors getting federally funded infrastructure project work 
are looking for ways to tap into training programs such as Job Corps and are eager to partner. Grafton is working 
with Boston Regional Director Aneta Hrebenko and OFCCP to conduct a presentation to local contractors 
within OFCCP's Region 1, which covers Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Maine and Massachusetts. A follow-up 
meeting with OFCCP is planned for Aug. 10. Kudos to Grafton for their regional efforts! 

July 14, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Space is the Place! 

Miami IUPAT Painting graduate Erik Cedillo is working a job that's out of this 
world. Erik recently secured employment at PK Industrial, making $21.47 an 
hour and works out of NASA's Kennedy Space Center. He enrolled in Miami in 
August 2022 and obtained his high school diploma and Painting Pre-Apprentice 
Certificate. During his time at Miami, Erik was among the top students in his trade. 
He is proud to have started a career that will support his growing family and allow 
him to fight for his dreams. To infinity and beyond! 

From DCPS to OBS 

The Mississippi Center is fostering new applicant referral connections with the Mississippi Department 
of Child Protective Services (DCPS). The Center led DCPS staff and clients on a tour throughout the 
Center to learn about its career services and living environment. The Mississippi Center hopes to partner 
with DCPS to promote Job Corps to youth aging out of foster care. The Center also recently hosted NAMI 
for a student workshop on Protecting Your Mental Health. NAMI plans to conduct a staff-focused session 
in the future.  

Fountain of Potential  
Kittrell Security students caught a 2011 Kittrell 
graduate in the act of her role as the Granville County 
Sheriff Department Administrative Assistant. 
Students Asende Geoste, Symone Washington and 
Maychelo Pemberton met with graduate Tameka 
Evans during a visit to Sheriff Robert Fountain Jr. They 
learned about a six-week WBL opportunity, with potential 
for full-time employment. Sheriff Fountain even offered to 
recommend WBL completers to departments throughout 
North Carolina. Keep it up, Kittrell! 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Job Corps National Director Rachel Torres helped kick off Adams' Annual Directors Training 
Conference this week with a message about transforming Job Corps' culture to meet the needs of today's 
youth and future youth. She discussed recent Job Corps policy changes designed to elevate the program 
and called for Center leaders to help students unleash their full power. "We are creating future workers 
that are going to build the economy," she said. "We're not just getting them jobs, we're starting careers." 
Throughout the four-day training, Center leaders discussed strategies for student and staff retention, 
training innovations, quality career placement, outreach and effective management meetings. The goal 
was to ensure the Family is re-energized and equipped with the tools to succeed in PY23! 

July 22, 2023 
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Gotta Go Fast! 

New Hampshire students sped into action with Marker Security 
and Protection during the NASCAR Cup Series in Loudon, NH. 
Seventeen students worked alongside the security crew to check 
bags, scan tickets and use metal detectors on incoming race fans. 
They battled intense weather from scorching heat to pouring rain. In 
the end, the students had performed so well that Marker Security 
signed a contract with the Center for events at Southern New 
Hampshire University this fall! Talk about a winning run! 

Planting the Seeds of Community 

Exeter SGA students and some peers braved the heat to brighten the community with 
sunflowers. The students volunteered to plant and cultivate seeds at Kiki's Sunflower 
Garden, named after Krista Weller Burns who passed away from breast cancer. Ms. 
Burns is especially important to the Center since she used her time on Exeter Town 
Council to advocate for the votes to build the Exeter Center. Kiki's Garden also offers 
the annual Exeter Job Corps Achievement Award scholarship. Exeter is proud to give 
back to an organization that has done so much for Job Corps! 

CMA Gets a Carpentry Face Lift 
Grafton Carpentry students are performing some surgery of their own on the 
Clinical Medical Assistant classroom. The students will replace old carpet tiles with 
vinyl flooring, adding to the overall cleanliness of the classroom and easy 
movement. Kudos to students Jose Baze-Baez, Victor Hennessey, Aiden Hulyk, 
Devonte James, Cody Pack and Jason Sims for all their hard work! Grafton staff 
and students eagerly await the finished look! 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

During our Annual Directors Meeting last week, the Adams Family took 
time to honor our Centers for their commitment to our students over PY22. 
Centers received awards in a number of areas covering OBS, OMS, finance, 
outreach and training compliance. (Editor's Note: Among these accolades 
was the critical Newsletter of the Year award, which went to New 
Hampshire.☺) Grafton was recognized for ranking #9 for OMS among all 
Job Corps Centers, while Miami was honored for being #25. Grafton Center 
Director Colleen Lanza (pictured here with Executive Director of 
Operations Jennifer Cha and Associate Vice President Ross Peterson) 
even took home our first annual Rich Iori Excellence in Community 
Outreach award for exemplifying all of the late Rich Iori's key foundations of 
effective community outreach. Congrats to everyone recognized and we hope 

July 22, 2023 
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Torres Tours Cascades 

Cascades rolled out the welcome mat for Job Corps National Director Rachel 
Torres and San Francisco Region Division Chief Elizabeth Destreza this 
Thursday. Although Ms. Torres arrived earlier than expected, staff and students 
rose to the occasion to greet Ms. Torres and lead her on a tour of the campus. Ms. 
Torres observed trade demonstrations and met with students for various focus 
groups. For Center Director Doe Attipoe, this visit was his second meeting with 
Ms. Torres over the last few weeks, since he attended her keynote speech at 
Adams' Annual Directors Meeting. A big thank you for everyone who contributed to 
this smooth and successful visit! 

Positive Correction 

Keystone/Red Rock has secured a partnership with the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. PA 
Corrections Diversity Recruitment Specialist Lt. Lavert Rice visited the Center to meet with Security students 
and tour the campus. Lt. Rice plans regular visits to assist students with applying to PA Corrections and spoke of 
positions for multiple Center trades. Keyrock is looking into working with PA Corrections on staff and student 
training, as well as DEIA initiatives.  

Moore about Kittrell  
Kittrell kicked off PY23 with a visit from U.S. Representative 
Deborah Ross' staff. Constituent Services Liaison Daphne 
Moore met with students to discuss their goals and takeaways from 
Job Corps. She presented to students on her role with Rep. Ross 
and participated in a Q&A afterward. Ms. Moore also met with the 
Student Government Association, including President Jaharah 
Yahaya. We appreciate Ms. Moore taking the time to speak with our 
students and are grateful for her continued role on the Kittrell 
Community Relations Council. 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

It's once again time for Adams Family Center Director musical chairs! We 
kicked off the start of the Shriver IDIQ contract on August 1. Kudos to 
transition leads Greg Weber, Tamer Koheil, Jibu Kuruvilla and Jennifer 
Cha! Colleen Lanza assumed her position as Shriver Center Director, with 
Nicole Trombly taking over the Grafton Center Director spot. Cascades 
Center Director Doe Attipoe has accepted the Phoenix Center Director 
position and will start on August 14. Ms. Kuruvilla will be the interim 
Cascades Center Director. Finally, Brunswick Programs Director Valentin 
Vazquez was promoted to Philadelphia Center Director and will start on 
August 14. We appreciate everyone's support and cooperation as our new 
CDs acclimate to their roles! 

August 4, 2023 
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DV Has New AT 

Delaware Valley sees enhanced opportunities with 
USIC through its new Advanced Underground Utility 
Locate Technician trade. USIC, North America's largest 
provider of underground utility damage prevention, will 
offer the program starting Sept. 5. Students will learn to 
locate, identify and mark underground utilities to prepare 
for construction work in an area. Underground Utility 
Locators can make between $28,360 to $95,900 a year. 
The partnership continues DV's successful relationship 
with USIC, which has provided apprenticeship 
placements for many DV graduates. Applications for the 
program are due Aug. 18! 

Boston Region Ballers 

Exeter scored a slam dunk with its first Blacktop Classic Basketball Tournament. 
Grafton, New Hampshire, South Bronx, Delaware Valley and Westover 
Center students competed with Exeter's top players for a thrilling summer 
showdown. In the end, Delaware Valley and MVP Nigel Hernandez claimed the 
trophy and bragging rights. The event also helped raise funds for the Exeter SGA 
benefit fund. Exeter hopes to host more Boston Region events in the future! 

A Class Act 
Miami IUPAT Painting and HBI Building Construction Technology 
students demonstrated their "top of the class" skills to Carver 
Ranches/West Park Educational Resource Center. The students 
painted classrooms and repaired blackboards and cabinets in 
anticipation of the new school year. The project allowed students to 
practice their skills in measurements, cutting, rolling and customer 
satisfaction. Upon completion, students said they felt accomplished in 
their work and excited to do something good for the community. 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

I am pleased to announce that Adams' Google partners have informed us that our Grow with Google 
scholarship program will be extended through December 31, 2024. Adams has enrolled nearly 350 students 
through the Grow with Google program. More than 18 students have received their Google Career Certificates in 
either IT Support, Project Management, Automation with Python, Digital Marketing & E-commerce or 
Cybersecurity. Seven of our Centers have students who obtained their certificates already, with new completers 
every week. I appreciate the hard work our Center and Corporate staff have done to make the Google 
partnership a success. Kudos to E&T Director Todd Skocki and E&T Manager Dana Kelly for continuing to 
lead this effort! 

August 11, 2023 
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From EX to QC 

Exeter Advanced Electronics Engineering Technician graduate Jeffrey 
Champlin is in full control of his destiny, with a position at Federal Electronics. 
Jeffrey graduated on August 10 and was hired as a Quality Control Inspector. He will 
start at $20 an hour! Jeffrey transferred to Advanced Electronics after completing 
Welding and received numerous awards while at Exeter, especially for his leadership. 
He is excited that his new role allows him to utilize both his Welding and Advanced 
Electronics skills. Exceptional work, X-Man! 

A Meritorious Achievement 

Kittrell ACT student Celeste Mccorkle-Watkins merits plenty of applause for 
receiving the Vance-Granville Community College Presidential Merit Award! The 
award grants up to $750 in scholarship funds. Celeste was recognized in the 
Henderson Daily Dispatch for her accomplishment. Earlier this year, another Kittrell 
ACT student Julienne Bakita was recognized for landing herself on the VGCC Dean's 
List in March. Keep it up, Kittrell! 

Yankee Pride 

Delaware Valley Security graduate Deylen Key has scored a home run with his new 
job site at Yankee Stadium! Deylen works for Securitas and earns $16.76 hourly while 
helping to keep the stadium safe for fans. His Security Instructor Dan Spagnoli ran 
into Deylen at a recent game and stopped for a quick photo op. Deylen graduated in 
June after earning his high school diploma, New York State Security Guard License and 
multiple FEMA certifications. To nobody's surprise, Deylen says he loves his new job. 
Talk about a grand slam placement! 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

Adams' Center Administration staff from across the country 
visited our Columbia Corporate Office this week for extensive 
best practices training! Led by our Finance & Administration 
Director Kathleen Loebl, the crew reviewed strategies and 
procedures for leadership, food service, budgeting, property 
control, fleet management, subcontracts and data integrity. 
Kudos to Ms. Loebl and Adams Corporate staff Jacqueline 
DiSanto, Latoya Thurman, Nikki Maloy, Tamer Koheil, 
Dan Block, Eric Royster, Reuben Horace, Shahzad Iqbal 
and Dr. Jonas Ohrberg for providing this valuable training! 

August 18, 2023 
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Touchpoint Touchdown 

2022 Glenmont graduate Abiona Jones left her mark on Job Corps, as she was 
highlighted in this month's Touchpoint newsletter from National Director Rachel 
Torres. Abiona joined Job Corps as a homeless single mother and now works as a 
pre-encounter associate at Albany Memorial Hospital. While at Glenmont, Abiona 
earned her TASC and Medical Administrative Assistant certificate and graduated with 
an offer from Whitney Young Dental Center. "In that moment of my life, I 
desperately needed a place like Job Corps," Abiona told Touchpoint.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Oceans of Potential 

Before Mississippi's latest graduates made their big splash at their Graduation Ceremony on August 18, they 
dipped their toes into the wild world of the Mississippi Aquarium. The trip offered a unique way to reward the 
students for their hard work throughout their enrollment, as they interacted with stingrays and watched dancing 
dolphins. But the graduation highlight itself was the keynote speech from Crystal Springs Mayor Sally Garland. 
Talk about diving into the next stage of life! 

Good Tribble 

Brunswick Plumbing graduate Jaden Tribble has landed a plumb opportunity with 
Rotor Rooter, earning $17.50 an hour. Jaden came to Brunswick in May 2022 from 
South Carolina in pursuit of his high school diploma and a useful trade. He graduated with 
both, saying that he had a wonderful experience and would recommend Job Corps to 
anyone needing a pathway. Brilliant job, Brunswick! 

From Our President, Susan Sez 

I'm delighted to share that Adams' partnership with Google has resulted in the DOL approving Google Career 
Certificates as Primary Credentials! Project Management and Data Analytics count as primary credentials for all 
trades. Cybersecurity counts for IT and Security trades. Basic & Advanced IT Support, Digital Marketing & E-
Commerce and UX Design count for IT and Office administration trades. Kudos to everyone who supported this 
pilot and made these new credentials possible. Special thanks to E&T leads Todd Skocki and Dana Kelly for 
driving this effort. To date, 21 students across eight Centers have earned their Google Career Certificates.  

August 25, 2023 
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Standing Out in the Speaker 

Keystone/Red Rock scored back-to-back coverage in the Standard-
Speaker this week for its volunteer efforts. Keystone was featured for 
hosting the Junior Leadership Hazleton orientation session on Aug. 22, 
where Center Director Kelly King discussed Job Corps and gave the 
leadership students "permission for success" bracelets. The Center was 
again featured on Aug. 30 for helping with the United Way of Greater 
Hazleton backpack giveaway. Keystone students stuffed school supplies 
into 700 clear plastic backpacks for local school students in need. Capture 
those headlines, Keyrock! 

Grafton Goes Green 

Grafton is surging forward with its partnership between IFC and Mass Save. Mass Save is a collaborative of 
Massachusetts’ natural gas and electric utilities including Berkshire Gas, Cape Light Compact, Eversource, 
Liberty Utilities, National Grid and Unitil. Ten Grafton students participated in two weeks of paid weatherization 
training at Green Jobs Academy and are waiting to hear about their 12-week internships. ICF plans work with 
Grafton again this fall/winter for its next cohort, said Senior Workforce Consultant Danielle Chiaraluce. 
Grafton interns even have the chance of securing full-time positions upon internship completion. Ms. Chiaraluce 
thanked Grafton's leadership for helping to implement this new program. Great work, Grafton! 

It’s All About Relationships 

Student Management leaders embraced their WHY during a three-day 
training on retention, leadership, effective meetings and best practices 
for counseling and dorm life. The training took place at the Columbia 
Corporate Office and included speakers from the Corporate and Center 
sides. Miami Social Development Manager Bernard Johnson 
demonstrated how to use data analysis to address management trends, 
while Keystone Counseling & Career Services Manager Mariana 
Sava discussed career planning strategies. Kudos to Corporate 
Student Management Team Tracy Battle and Antoinette Holman, 
along with Training Director Dr. Jonas Ohrberg, for facilitating. 

From the President, Susan Sez 

Adams completed our final week at Cascades this Thursday. We operated the 
Center from 2016, when we transformed it into the Cascades Job Corps 
College & Career Academy. Cascades has been at the heart of many Adams 
innovations still used today. We worked with Job Corps to develop Evening 
Studies, Student-Centered Design, Healthcare Foundations, online LMS 
utilization and a college partnership that enrolled more than 150 students in 
college programs. Our IT program even developed a classroom-based network, 
outside of JCDC, to provide students with hands-on training. We appreciate 
everyone on the Cascades team for supporting the Center throughout the years, 
especially interim Center Director Jibu Kuruvilla and previous Center 
Director Doe Attipoe, now at Phoenix. We also express our gratitude for the 
ongoing support from U.S. Senator Patty Murray and U.S. Representatives 

September 1, 2023 
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Plast from the Past 

Phoenix Plastering students witnessed history in 
the making, as they visited the multi-year restoration 
project for the San Xavier Del Bac Mission in 
Tucson, AZ. The church was completed in 1797 and 
is the only one of its kind within the U.S. that is 
largely intact in its original form. Students and 
Plastering Instructor John Romanko met with 
Means Design & Building Corp.'s Eric Means to 
discuss how to work with historic plaster. Mr. Means 
showed them what it takes to replicate 250-year-old 
adobe bricks and lime plaster for the church's facade. 
Talk about a "facelift"! 

High-Flying Cuisine 

Delaware Valley Culinary Arts students sent taste buds soaring at the 
NYSDOT WorkSmartNY Sullivan County Airport Terminal Revitalization 
event. The students whipped up some delicious pastries for the event, 
which featured many important community leaders. The event was to 
celebrate the airport's construction of a new terminal building, which will be 
100,000 square feet and all-electric. 

An American Dream 

Brunswick student Elham Alkozai has his plans laid out in C's: 
citizenship, college, career. He was recently featured in The 
Brunswick News during his citizenship ceremony at the Frank M. 
Scarlett Federal Building in Brunswick, GA. Elham, originally from 
Afghanistan, enrolled in Job Corps in November 2022 and is working 
toward his electrician certification. "I want to use the opportunity to get 
a scholarship to go to college and start the career I want," he said. 

From the President, Susan Sez 

The Adams Family is gearing up for a busy month! Miami expects a visit from National Director Rachel Torres 
and possibly other DOL officials next week. The week after, Philadelphia students will participate in a student 
panel for an Employment and Training Administration event in Philadelphia on the week of Sept. 17. Finally, 
the Mississippi Center will host the Naval Sea Systems Command DOL Job Corps Gulf Coast Shipbuilding 
Hiring Fair on Sept. 21. The event hopes to strengthen connections between Job Corps and Navy contractors 
and will involve students from Centers in Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama. Major 
employers include Huntington Ingalls and AUSTAL. Let's all do our best to support our Corporate and Center 
staff as they manage this event-packed month! 

September 8, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Glaze of Glory 

Miami celebrated the launch of its new Glazing trade in style, with a visit 
from several DOL dignitaries, including Acting Secretary Julie Su! Ms. 
Su was joined by National Director Rachel Torres and Atlanta 
Regional Director Peni Webster-Lewis, as well as IUPAT Field 
Coordinator Eric Howard, Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella 
Levine Cava, Miami Gardens Mayor Rodney Harris and Miami-Dade 
County Commission Chairman Oliver Gilbert III. The coalition 
attended the ribbon-cutting ceremony hosted by Center Director 
Jamilah Rideout, Adams Executive Director Rodney Butler, IUPAT 
representatives and Center students and staff. They also toured the 
Glazing classroom and met with Construction students to hear their Job 
Corps stories. 

Securing Opportunities  

Phoenix rounded up 21 Homeland Security students for a visit to the Law 
Enforcement Fair in Mesa. Attending agencies included City of Sahuarita Police 
Department, Tempe Police Department, Bernalillo County Sheriff's Department, 
Arizona Department of Transportation, Pima County Sheriff's Department, Indio 
Police Department and more! Students queried attendees on qualifications 
necessary for employment and work environment. Phoenix looks forward to hosting 
agency recruiters soon! 

Building Careers with PA live 

Red Rock UBC Carpentry students rocked PA live host Rachel Malak's 
world with their demonstration of floor installation. Students Heaven Colon 
and Armani Vargas were featured on the video broadcast. Heaven 
discussed how she was drawn to the trade because her uncle took it while 
at Job Corps in Utah, while Armani was inspired by his woodshop classes 
in high school. Ms. Malak emphasized the "family" vibe she experiences 
every time she visits Keystone/Red Rock for one of these broadcasts. 

From the President, Susan Sez 

Our Philadelphia Center was proud to be the first Center visited by new 
Philadelphia Regional Director Joel Thomas! Mr. Thomas was joined by DOL 
Division Chief Shareefah Ali Peterson, as the two toured the Center and 
interacted with students. Center Director Valentin Vazquez guided our special 
guests through visits to the Culinary and Healthcare trades. We wish Mr. Thomas 
the best in his new role and are grateful for his positive impact on our students!  

I also wanted to give a special shout-out to our Center and Corporate teams for 
helping to ensure smooth DOL guest visits this week and prepping for our special 
events for next week. 

September 15, 2023 
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Service for Su 

Keystone Culinary students joined other Job Corps students in catering an event for 
Acting Secretary Julie Su and the Department of Labor Hall of Honors in 
Washington, D.C. International Labor Affairs Bureau Office of the Deputy 
Undersecretary Tricia Hidalgo praised Keystone for its amazing job. She highlighted 
how the students checked if guests had any allergies, provided tent cards for their 
entrees and promoted Job Corps through their logo name tags. Ms. Hidalgo said she 
looked forward to seeing Keystone at future DOL events. Kudos to Keystone staff and 
students for facilitating this special event! 

“As You Rise, Lift” 

Twenty-four aspiring Adams’ leaders participated in a four-
day intensive Adams Executive Development Program. 
Held at the Columbia Office, training encompassed effective 
leadership, staff performance management, 1-on-1 meetings, 
time management, emotional intelligence, meeting facilitation, 
staff development and conflict resolution. Attendees even 
engaged in a heated game of Job Corps Jeopardy with 
Adams President/CEO Susan Larson! We appreciate 
Training Director Dr. Jonas Ohrberg for facilitating, with 
support from Antoinette Holman, Alonso Quezada and 
Tyler Marshall! Kudos to DV Administration Manager 
James Dannic and Phoenix Administration Director 
Chivorne Pemberton for their Administration overview!  

Adams Executive Development Program Attendees: Flora Bryant, Ashley Sweeting, James Dannic, 
Madison Berrio, Melissa Sarcona, Mia Quionnes, Remond Speight, Nicole Hartnett, Abigail Bachman, 
Joseph Bitzer, Bethany McCoy, Barnard Allen, Terrica Walker, Sharonda Stanley, Bernard Johnson, 
Scottie Moore, Adrian Worth, Alexa Robichaud, Keali Glover, Chivorne Pemberton, Dominique Heinze, 
Matthew Gauvin, Donovan Bouton and Lindsey Robbins. 

From the President, Susan Sez 

It was a busy week for the Adams Family!!! On Friday night, we received notice 
we were awarded the Woodland Center IDIQ contract and the Transition started 
Monday. Our nimble team mobilized over the weekend for an excellent transition 
kick-off in Laurel, MD. We were honored to be represented at the Philadelphia/
Boston Region DOL ETA Convening this week by Philadelphia Center 
students Tonja Macon and Kimberly Soto (pictured here with Philadelphia CD 
Valentin Vazquez and Corporate Associate VP Ross Peterson), who provided 
“Voices of Youth” to more than 300 workforce development leaders. Grafton 
Mental Health Consultant Brad Kohl served as an expert panelist on the 
“Mental Health and Trauma-Informed Care for Youth, Employers and Service 
Professionals” session. Overall, it was great to see Job Corps leaders and friends 
as well as meet and mingle with State workforce officials and ETA leadership, 
including ETA Deputy Assistant Secretary Lenita Jacobs Simmons. 

 

September 22, 2023 
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Tracking the Press 

Delaware Valley staged a dramatic press takeover due to the work of its Carpentry 
students on the Callicoon Depot Visitor Center Project. Students were featured in both 
the Sullivan County Democrat and River Reporter for helping to dismantle and rebuild the 
old stage. "We are very enthusiastic about this newest opportunity to collaborate with the 
Job Corps to get students involved in the community by participating in the restoration of 
elements of the historic Depot," Callicoon Business Association President Nicole 
Vallance told the Democrat. CD Matt Bliefernich even got a shout-out from Upper 
Delaware Scenic Byway Chair Richard Lowe III. 

Raising the Bar 

Adams' Maryland WIOA team participated in the Maryland Workforce 
Association's annual Raising the Bar conference. Corporate OA/CTS Manager 
Alonso Quezada, Howard County One-Stop Manager Rhea Simpson-Weber 
and Achieve Workforce Academy Career Navigator Michael Anderson 
attended workshops on current workforce issues and listened to Governor Wes 
Moore discuss Maryland's future. They also spent time with Employ Prince 
George's CEO Walter Simmons, Chief Operators Officer Amanda Wagner 
and CFO Jeffrey Dufresne. 

Massachusetts Metalheads 

Grafton Security students rocked out with bands like Vein.FM at the 
Palladium's New England Metal and Hardcore Festival. The students provided 
security and crowd control during performances on Sept. 7 and Sept. 8, as part 
of their work with Marker Protection Services. They searched attendees at the 
entrance and helped to keep the lively crowd behind the barriers. Kudos to 
Security Instructor Bob Moreau for making this event happen! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
(As Reported by the Guy in the North Woods) 

Adams’ Corporate team took its Goal Action Plan meetings on the road to 
Shriver and Grafton this week to meet with our Boston Region Centers. 
Upon hearing of President Susan Larson's (pictured with Grafton CD 
Nicole Trombly) presence at Grafton, insiders report that her long-
anticipated ping pong match with Grafton CTT Manager Remond 
Speight was mysteriously postponed at 3:45pm for  “hastily assembled” 
basketball tryouts. Fortunately, the Advanced Manufacturing students 
knew who to honor as the true Grafton Ping Pong champ and had a 
special paddle made for the occasion. Fables cub reporter Stephanie 
Ashworth, who has a side gig as Exeter Center Director, was kind 
enough to snap some quick pictures. Hopefully, Mr. Speight's schedule 
will be clear for their next match. 

September 29, 2023 
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Learning from Law Enforcement 

Phoenix Security students showed they were ready and able for the 
Arizona Black Law Enforcement Employees (ABLE) conference. 
Maricopa County Sheriff Paul Penzone led the event, which focused on 
"Unlocking Potential and Maximizing Growth." "As an African American, 
this conference showed me that law enforcement could help you with your 
mental health," said student Alivia Reagor. Student Magginnis praised 
ABLE Director Geoffrey Heard, saying his speech motivated him to be a 
leader and to be the change that makes others want to follow. 

Federal Spotlight 

Grafton OA/CTS Director Amber Polisher looks to herald in a new partnership between Job Corps and the 
Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP). Ms. Polisher joined Boston Region Director 
Aneta Hrebenko in a virtual Job Corps Spotlight with the OFCCP this week. OFCCP ensures that Federal 
contractors, including those set to benefit from infrastructure funding, comply with the laws and regulations 
requiring nondiscrimination. They are particularly interested in diversifying the workforce through collaboration 
with programs like Job Corps. Nineteen contractors attended the virtual event to discuss partnerships. Grafton 
has even already received two RSVPs for its upcoming Workforce Council meeting in early November.  

X-tremely Good Eats 

Exeter Advanced Culinary students were once more tasked to sate the 
appetites of Annual Taste of Southern RI attendees. They came equipped 
with lemon bombs, pumpkin cheesecake, maple walnut and blueberry 
cheesecake. The buzz surrounding the table was impossible to ignore as the 
line continued to grow and guests chatted about their favorite Exeter desserts 
from previous years. One guest said she attends the event strictly for Exeter's 
desserts. That’s quite a feat, considering other presenters included Matunuck 
Oyster Bar, Ocean Mist and George's of Galilee. The six students managed 
to hand off more than 500 treats in less than two hours. Hats off to the Eagle 
AT team for their incredible attention to detail and customer service!  

From the President, Susan Sez  
Adams officially kicked off our first week back at Woodland 
Center in Laurel, MD! The Philadelphia Region awarded Adams 
the Woodland IDIQ contract on Sept. 16. We previously operated 
the Center from 1992 to 2018. Executive Director Rodney Butler 
conducted the initial all-staff meeting on Monday to introduce 
everyone to the Adams Family and our policies and procedures. 
We appreciate the tremendous support from Corporate and Center 
staff in welcoming and integrating Woodland back into the Adams 
Family! 

October 6, 2023 
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SEL Success 

Kittrell student Xavier Davis has a right to be loud and proud after being named a Student 
Advocate Awardee at the blackSEL "Say it Loud" Summit. Xavier, a Durham native, worked 
with blackSEL to improve his interpersonal communication skills through social-emotional 
learning. He said he lives by the moral, "If there's 86,400 seconds in a day, why let somebody 
mess up 30 seconds?" Xavier wants every second to be positive. He received the award during 
a presentation at North Carolina Central University. Congrats to Xavier and the Kittrell on this 
awesome achievement! 

A Literal Accomplishment 

Glenmont student Anastasia Tyson, who goes by Tyson, had the novel experience of 
becoming a self-published author! Tyson was homeless before coming to Glenmont, 
where Tyson is working on a high school diploma and Security trade completion. Tyson's 
work "Hidden Miracles" dips into crime, mystery, romance and horror and is geared for 
older teens. The book was a two-year project independently published through Amazon. 
Glenmont anticipates that this is yet another page in Tyson's ongoing success story! 

Blaise-ing Forward 

Red Rock auto student Reimy Castro-Guzman rocked the Center's first WBL 
assignment with Blaise Alexander Dealership! He started his WBL in September and 
was offered a full-time job within two weeks. Reimy's success paves the way for more 
Auto students to start their career path with Blaise Alexander. The partnership is among 
the glut of Auto partnerships Red Rock has recently developed, including ones with 
Penske and Ford. The Ford partnership allows students to participate in the Ford 
Career Education Service Program, complete with a 6-week internship at 
Independence Ford. Way to drive success, Red Rock! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
A huge Adams Family kudos to Phoenix Instructors Crystal Chavez and Dolores Lopez for leading the 
Center to top Arizona state rankings in Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) certifications! The Phoenix Center even 
bested Arizona State University in MOS certifications in Excel. Phoenix next hopes to encourage students to 
compete in the MOS National Championships to really test their skills. We urge other Centers to consider the 
same for their MOS completers! 

I would also like to extend Family congratulations to Miami Social Development Director Bernard Johnson on 
his promotion to Center Director, effective Oct. 23. Mr. Johnson is a recent graduate of Adams' Executive 
Leadership Development Program. His promotion coincides with Miami Center Director Jamilah Rideout's 
return to Maryland as the new Woodland Center Director, also effective Oct. 23. We're all very excited to see 
where these leaders take their Centers and thank Jamilah and Brunswick Center Director Mary Geoghegan 
for their mentorship of Mr. Johnson.  

October 13, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Put Your Best Foot Forward 

Sixteen Brunswick SGA leaders donned their best high heels for the 
"Walk A Mile in Her Shoes" event with Coastal Georgia College. The 
event raises awareness about gender relations and sexualized violence 
against women. Male participants took on the challenge of walking a mile 
in women's high-heeled shoes to gain a first-hand perspective of the 
challenges women face in society. Overall, the SGA leaders demonstrated 
their commitment to fostering a community conversation on these 
important issues. Bold move, Brunswick! 

Weathering the Opportunities 

Shriver is taking after fellow Massachusetts Center, Grafton, to partner with IFC on weatherization internships. 
The Center welcomed ICF Senior Workforce Consultant Danielle Chiaraluce to discuss local energy 
employers and weatherization job opportunities. Shriver will join Grafton in the MassSave Clean Energy 
Pathways program next year, where students will be eligible for 12-week paid internships. Smart work, Shriver! 

Asende-ing His Career Path 

Kittrell Security grad Asende Geoste is guarding his family's future through his new 
job with York Security. Asende earns $16 an hour as a full-time security guard. The 
position is especially valuable to Asende since he became a proud father to a baby girl 
on Oct. 2. Asende enrolled in Kittrell in December 2022 and completed his trade and 
high school diploma graduate in September. He said he's grateful to all of Kittrell staff 
for assisting him in his success. Keep it up, Kittrell! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kudos to Corporate Training Director Dr. Jonas Ohrberg for his workshop on “Stress Management & 
Maintaining A Supportive Team Environment" this week! More than 18 Howard County representatives attended 
the workshop, including the Maryland Department of Labor, Howard County Office of Workforce 
Development and Howard County Library System. Among prominent attendees was Julie Givens, from the 
Maryland Department of Labor's Division of Workforce Development & Adult Learning. The 90-minute 
training was conducted at the Columbia Workforce Center, where Adams oversees One-Stop operations 
through One-Stop Manager Rhea Simpson-Weber. 

October 20, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

Two “Ships” For One 

Brunswick Electric graduate Ahmad Alkozai got a double dose of success, 
earning both a U.S. citizenship and an apprenticeship through Job Corps! Ahmad 
started working with Putzell Electric in Atlanta as an apprentice electrician on Oct. 
23, where he makes $17 an hour. "My main objective was to learn discipline at Job 
Corps and to have access to an apprenticeship in order to accomplish that without 
any distractions. I did it," he said. Brilliant work, Brunswick! 

Shipshape Placement 

Results are already sailing in from the U.S. Navy Shipbuilding Job Fair held at the 
Mississippi Center last month! Welding graduate Fletcher McNabb was hired full-
time at Ingalls Shipbuilding in Pascagoula, MS on Oct. 18 and makes $17.34 an 
hour. He enrolled at Mississippi in July 2022. “All of our dreams can come true if we 
have the courage to make it happen,” Fletcher said. The job fair also led to two hires 
from the Shreveport Center. We hope this is just the start to a fleet of new high 
quality placements! 

Joining the Jam 

Glenmont HVAC students turned up the heat for the Capital District Career Jam 
held at Hudson Valley Community College. The students demonstrated the use of 
HVAC tools such as a temperature gauge and carbon monoxide and leak detector to 
the nearly 2,000 high school students in attendance. The best part is that these are 
the same tools used by the HVAC employers also at the event. Career Jam 
participation allows Glenmont to promote Job Corps and its trades to schools 
throughout the New York Capital Region and is a key recruitment tool. Great job, 
Glenmont! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
The Adams Family would like to extend an extra special kudos to 
Corporate E&T Manager Dana Kelly, who celebrates 40 years in Job 
Corps! Mr. Kelly has held positions at Northlands, Cassadaga, 
Woodstock and even as Assistant Project Manager for the CTT 
Support Team in the Office of Job Corps. More than half of Mr. Kelly's 
Job Corps career has been with Adams, including 10 years as 
Woodstock CTT Manager. We are deeply grateful for his steadfast 
service and commitment to student success! Congrats on 40 incredible 
years, Dana! 

October 27, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal 

They’ve Got the Spark 

Grafton Electric graduate Asem Alnajjar got the hook-up for his new 
job through 2017 Grafton graduate Mauricio Martinez-Barrientos. 
Mauricio owns Martinez Electrician, which hired Asem at $15 an hour. 
Asem (pictured with Grafton WBL Coordinator Marty Yenawine) 
earned his trade credentials and completion within a year through hard 
work and solid focus. We're delighted to see him join Mauricio and 
hopefully continue a trend of grads hiring grads! 

Mountainous Work 

New Hampshire students are taking their work experience to new 
heights, as they started their 5-week paid internship with Omni Mt. 
Washington Resort this month! Omni Mt. Washington, located in the 
beautiful White Mountains, has been a steadfast partner of the Center 
for years. Culinary student Dominic Martino is working in the 
kitchen, Hotel & Lodging student Melanie Campbell is assigned to 
the housekeeping department and Electric student Adrian Yeatts is 
on the engineering team. Adrian's role is particularly important since it 
involves helping the team keep the hotel's historical accuracy. The 
internship includes free housing, food and trips to North Conway for 
supplies and other activities! 

Meta-Morphic Opportunity 

Phoenix Carpentry students Ruthie Brown, Austin McCabe and Ivan Sorenson 
have gone Meta through their paid WBL assignment at the massive Meta Mesa Data 
Center in Mesa, AZ. Students are working with DPR Construction on the 2.5 million 
square foot facility that encompasses five buildings and will provide more than 200 local 
operational jobs. Center staff described the project as its own little city. Ruthie, Austin 
and Ivan are fantastic representatives of Phoenix Job Corps and should be very proud 
of their efforts! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
It’s been a busy month for the Adams Family with Center assessments, Goal Action Plan meetings and 
conferences. I participated at the annual National Job Corps Association meeting in Washington D.C. this 
week and got the chance to catch up with our Job Corps pals, as well as new Acting National Director Erin 
McGee. Corporate leaders Ross Peterson and Tamer Koheil also participated at the New Hampshire 
Governor’s Annual Advanced Manufacturing Summit last week, where they connected with Granite State 
manufacturers desperate for new workforce talent tied to the CHIPS and Science Act. Finally, Keystone 
prepped for some special VIPs from Pennsylvania and the Employment and Training Administration next week!  

November 3, 2023 
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#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal #NAW2023 

Massachusetts Movers and Shakers 

Our Massachusetts Centers had success stories built up for 
National Apprenticeship Week! Grafton showcased HBI 
Plumbing apprentice Gabby Barbieri (pictured right), who 
works at RH White. "Gabby was hired as a Plumber Apprentice 
and is appreciated and valued by our company so much that 
supervisors in other departments request her services," said RH 
White Director of Employee Development Chris Mayen. 
Shriver spotlighted Carpentry apprentice Yancarlos Sanchez 
(pictured left), who works at Century Drywall. His UBC 
Instructors have received lots of positive feedback. Other Shriver 
apprentices include Jose Gomez, Brennan Dumouchel, Kylar 
Brown (journeyman), Peter Macapulay and Emilio Perez.  

Working Those Partnerships 
Delaware Valley HBI Advanced Electric grad Jacob Moore is lighting up the apprenticeship field at Remco. Jacob 
graduated in January 2023 and joined Remco a week later, making $21 an hour as an apprentice. At the same time, 
DV is working with North Atlantic States Carpenters to provide apprenticeship credits for Carpentry and Facilities 
Maintenance students. Students accepted to the apprenticeship program can apply for SUNY Sullivan and achieve 20 
credits towards their Associate Degree upon completion. The union then pays for evening classes to complete the 61 
credits for their Associate Degree. Dynamic job, DV! 

All Around Apprenticeships  

Our Philadelphia and Atlanta Region Centers took their apprenticeship activities on 
the road! Brunswick Electric student Serenity Thomas presented her student 
journey for the Women’s Bureau webinar "Young Women in Apprenticeship: 
Starting Early on the Road to High Pay." Serenity even got kudos from DOL Policy 
Coordination and Planning’s Ronetia Bacon. Woodland took CTS students to the 
Capital Region Apprenticeship Open House Job and Resource Fair hosted by 
Employ Prince George's. Finally, Keystone/Red Rock Carpentry students toured 
the UBC Philadelphia Training Facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President, Susan Sez  
Back at the Adams Columbia Office, the focus was on finance, as Center finance staff came from around the country 
to attend the four-day training. Director of Contracts Accounting and Budgets Latoya Thurman and CFO Cheryl 
Dailey led their team in covering topics such as SCA components, internal controls, capital reconciliations, balance 
sheets and staff payroll. Other trainers included Kim LaGrand-Moorehead, Diane Akey, Lori Huff-Wachter, Kristy 
Richford and Dr. Jonas Ohrberg. As Fables Editor Emeritus would say, "Kudos to Corporate and Center staff for 

November 17, 2023 
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A Rocking Good Time 

Keystone/Red Rock launched a sequel in its efforts to fully integrate the Pennsylvania Department of Labor & 
Industry (P&I) into its Strategic Action Plan, with a tour of Red Rock. P&I Bureau of Workforce Partnership & 
Operations Director Crystal Howser and other P&I staff toured the campus, along with DOL's Eric Nelson, Kerri 
Gatling, Stephen Duval and Chantal Watler. They checked out the Auto and Carpentry trades and met with students 
and staff about their Job Corps experience. The event also included representatives from Towanda CareerLink and 
Tioga County CareerLink. Kudos to Executive Center Director Kelly King and Site Director Roy Dalton for 
facilitating this wonderful event! 

All in with Amtrol 
Exeter Welding grad Marquise Parker has sealed the deal on the Center's newest partnership 
with Amtrol, a major global metals and manufacturing company. Marquise (pictured with Center 
Director Stephanie Ashworth) landed a full-time position after his 7-week WBL assignment 
and will make $24 an hour. While at Exeter, Marquise served as a Wing Leader and now hopes 
his success will continue to inspire his peers to complete the program and strive for their goals. 

Our Next Game Changers 

Eight Shriver TCU students continued their track toward success with a visit to 
the Game Changers Business Conference and Expo. This year's theme was 
"Rail: Connecting our Economy" and was hosted by the Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. Students and staff shared information about Job 
Corps and the Advanced TCU program, while industry leaders discussed 
opportunities and challenges. Students even learned about the East-West Rail, 
a project connecting Boston to Western Massachusetts. Looking sharp, Shriver! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
Our Centers are kicking off the holiday season with a flurry of activity, as they prepare for Center Directors and 
students to attend the Job Corps Leadership Summit 2.0. While everyone readies for their Washington D.C. trip, our 
Woodland Center Director Jamilah Rideout is prepping her team to manage an additional special task. Woodland 
will host 72 students attending the summit! Let's all do our best to support Woodland and our other Centers as they 
navigate this exciting opportunity! 

December 1, 2023 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal  

         Peace & Blessings, Barbara Williams 

Long-time Adams Family member Barbara Williams passed away on Nov. 16. Barbara was 
one of the top five longest-serving Adams staff. No joke, she joined Adams on April 1, 1994 
while she was with the Woodstock Center. Adams President Susan Larson described 
Barbara as a "Job Corps and Adams Family institution.” As Executive Administrator in the 
Columbia Office, she managed key functions such as travel, event planning and visits to the 
Columbia Office. “Barbara was organized, poised, fun, hard-working, clever, funny, insightful, 
loving and dedicated to her loving husband Russell, children Lisa and Jeffrey, her 
grandchildren, Job Corps students and her Adams Family,” Ms. Larson said. She was well-
known for her witty humor, exuberant personality and compassionate nature. As well as her 
spirited holiday outfits! (Editor Emeritus Note: “She loved telling me what type of Santa I 
would be EVERY year! Our brainstorm’ sessions lasted hours.”) 

Corporate HR Director Kim LaGrand-Moorehead said, "I often shared photos and pictures with her of my family 
gatherings or if she knew I had something going on, she would say, send me pictures. Our last time speaking, she 
said, your family is truly blessed. I said, aw, thank you. (I thought she was talking about how close we are). Ms. 
Barbara in all of her wittiness said, 'Because, ain’t none of yall ugly.' We both laughed." Executive Director Tanisha 
Nixon recalled when she took her first Corporate trip and Barbara called her when she arrived in Joliet just to check on 
her. "I was so nervous and Barbara put my mind at ease without even knowing it," she said. Corporate HR Manager 
Tara Collins shared, “Barbara would get on me about how much I would pack in my suitcase, she said Tara always 
leave room in your suitcase because you know you are going shopping. She would say take a few pairs of slacks, a 
couple of blouses and two pairs of shoes, she knew me sooo well!” The Fables Editor also had many a talk with 
Barbara about Pokémon hunting because Barbara loved learning about her friends' hobbies. "In the tapestry of my life, 
our friendship has woven a vibrant thread that added color, warmth, smiles, meaning and an abundance of 
unforgettable memories," said Corporate Student Management Manager Antoinette Holman.  

The entire Adams Family will miss Barbara’s overflowing presence. "I know Barbara has a wonderful welcoming 
committee waiting for her," Ms. Larson said. As Barbara would always say, Peace and Blessings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Maryland Partnerships Happen 
Woodland opened its doors to several prominent Maryland workforce officials for an engaging partnership 
discussion. Maryland Department of Labor Assistant Secretary Erin Roth, along with Director of Workforce 
Development Lloyd Day and Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corp. President/CEO Kirkland Murray, 
toured the Center and talked with students about their career tracks. Joining them were Job Corps Philadelphia 
Regional Director Joel Thomas and DOL COR Andrea Gardner-Williams. Guests enjoyed student-catered 
appetizers and checked out the HBI Electric trade and the Hospitality trade. They chatted about registered 
apprenticeships, infrastructure funding opportunities and collaboration ideas in Anne Arundel County and throughout 
Maryland. Ms. Roth also emphasized the need for trained employees in the upcoming offshore wind farm projects. The 
tour was hosted by Woodland Student Government Association President Tahkeim Lowe, Vice President Ernest 
Akers, Secretary Anaya Brown and Treasurer Elijah Strong. Kudos to Center Director Jamilah Rideout for 
providing this awesome opportunity for state-wide collaboration!  

 

December 8, 2023 
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Capitol Connections 

Student leaders from across Adams Centers took on Capitol Hill last week, as they learned about personal and 
professional leadership during the Job Corps Leadership Summit 2.0. After meeting with Acting Job Corps Director 
Erin McGee, the students discussed DEIA principles, Y2Y and mental health and even offered some suggestions for 
the Job Corps program. During Day 2's visit to Capitol Hill, they met with Friends of Job Corps Congressional 
Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Sanford Bishop and visited the Supreme Court. Other favorite moments include the visit the 
Museum of African American History and Culture. "This was my first time traveling to DC so I was excited to see 
the National Mall," said Sir Daniel Govan (PH). Will Alexandre (DV) spoke about the event giving him the courage to 
speak in public. Jaylen Davis (MS) was eager to talk to officials about increased support for students with drug 
addictions. Other SGA attendees included Tinia Nicole Brister (BW), Alexander Gonzalez (SH), Shirley Adams 
(GR), Diana Hernandez (WL), Kareem McPhail (KS), Zachary Boulder (RR), Michael Jay Mandrelle Jr. (PX), 

Hail to the Hall of Famers 
Adams Centers rocked this year's Job Corps Hall of Fame awards with three 
inductees! Grafton and Shriver shared the honor of inductee Duane 
Bastarache, who is a Grafton graduate and Shriver Lead Carpentry Instructor. 
Keystone/Red Rock celebrated inductee Safari Muyobe, an IUPAT Painting 
graduate who works as an apprentice and was featured in the Spring 2023 issue 
of the IUPAT Journal. Finally, Exeter SGA President Blanca Maradiaga also 
ended up an inductee for the Rising Star Award. Blanca guided the tour for 
Rhode Island Lt. Gov. Sabina Matos and has been twice named Center 
Director Student of the Month! Congrats to our Hall of Fame awardees! 

Building Apprenticeships 

Exeter looks to build student futures through a partnership with 
Building Futures Rhode Island! The Center hosted a RI Department 
of Labor & Training Advisory Meeting in last month, where Exeter 
leadership met with Building Futures Director of Apprenticeship 
Expansion Rick Daniels. Building Futures encompasses 6 weeks of 
training, where students construct a 20-foot bridge while learning trade 
skills. Once completed, students enter apprenticeships based upon 
their building trade of interest. OA/CTS Manager Jessica King and Mr. 
Daniels are working on a WBL agreement for Welding students, which 
will create specialized apprenticeships.  

 

December 15, 2023 
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HUD-dle Up 

Shriver kicked off the new year with a HUD-dle of special guests. Center Director Colleen Lanza and DOL Division 
Chief Billy Billingsley welcomed HUD Boston Region Field Office Director Rhonda Siciliano and Data Analyst 
Erika Koizumi, along with representatives from the Boston Housing Authority (BHA) and Charlestown Adult 
Education & Reentry. The group enjoyed a tour of the campus and a meal from the Culinary Arts trade. Ms. Siciliano 
agreed to have all housing agencies in her region (CT, ME, MA, NH, RI, VT) learn about Job Corps. She will share 
information on federal job fairs and work with Job Corps on partnership opportunities. BHA guests are eager to drive 
applicant referrals and WBL/placements, with Community Coordinator My'Kel McMillen joining Shriver's CRC. 

Schooling the Competition 
Philadelphia Clinical Medical Assistant graduate Claudell Byrd is flying high with Jefferson 
High School. Claudell will start working as a CMA with the high school, starting at $18 an hour. 
She landed the position after three grueling interviews and hopes to use the position as a 
stepping stone to secure employment at one of the top hospitals in Philadelphia. Keep reaching 
those heights, Philadelphia! 

Solar Service To-Go 

Glenmont AT Solar graduate Antonio Winrow Jr. has taken his professional skills on the road, 
as a traveling Solar Panel Installer for TerraSmart. TerraSmart is made up of four solar 
organizations (RBI Solar, SolarBOS, Sunfig, TerraSmart) and employs more than 600 workers. 
TerraSmart Solar Panel Installers earn average salaries of more than $53,000 a year. What a 
bright opportunity! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
Adams was once again proud to conduct our "Stress Management and 
Maintaining a Supportive Team Environment Part 2" workshop for Howard 
County. The training was held at the Columbia Workforce Center, with 
attendees from the Maryland Department of Labor, Howard County Office 
of Workforce Development, Division of Rehabilitation Services, Howard 
County Department of Social Services and the Howard County Library 
System. Notable attendees were Howard County Director of Workforce 
Development Francine Trout and MDOL’s Julie Givens. Kudos to 
Corporate Training Director Dr. Jonas Ohrberg and Howard County One-
Stop Manager Rhea Simpson-Weber for facilitating this training! 

January 12, 2024 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dynamic Day of Service 

Adams students stepped up for Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. Brunswick students (pictured top left) 
marched in the official Martin Luther King Jr. Parade in downtown Brunswick. Keystone students joined Wilkes Barre 
Mayor George Brown (pictured top right with Keystone students) and Mission and Institutional Diversity 
Associate Vice President Kas Williams at the NAACP Celebration of Equity. The Center hosted a "It Starts with Me: 
Shifting the Cultural Climate" presentation, made non-violence pledges, conducted a dorm vs. dorm MLK-themed 
Jeopardy game and donated canned goods to the Sidney and Pauline Friedman Jewish Community Center.  

Making the Cut 
Kittrell Culinary Arts graduate Damian Pearson is sharpening his knives for the Culinary 
Institute of America (CIA) in New York. Damian was accepted at both CIA and Johnson & 
Wales University Charlotte Campus but ultimately selected CIA. "The CIA offers concentrations 
alongside their bachelor's programs. Among those concentrations include Asian & Japanese 
Cuisine, which more closely aligns with my desire to become a sushi chef," Damian said. Both 
Kittrell and Adams are excited to see where Damian's culinary skills take him next! 

Going Green 

Mississippi made Monitor news with its participation in the Greenhouse Project! The Copiah 
Monitor featured the Center in an article about the partnership between Job Corps and the 
Copiah County Master Gardeners. The Master Gardeners will use the new Center-based 
greenhouse to teach basic horticultural skills to Center students, including weekly seminars, 
demonstrations and hands-on activities. The greenhouse contains four modular raised beds, 
donated through the Vego Garden Beds Giving Back Program. Students will also visit 
established gardens at the Truck Crops Experiment Station for "dig in the dirt" 
experiences. "The program will not only teach horticultural skills but help build positive life 
skills," said Master Gardeners President Julia Bryant. 

From the President, Susan Sez  
The New Year brings new opportunities for our New England leadership! Shakisha Holley kicked off her role as 
Exeter Center Director this week. Ms. Holley was formerly Social Development Director at Grafton and has been 
with Adams for more than 17 years. Next week, former Exeter Center Director Stephanie Ashworth will join New 
Hampshire as its new Center Director. We look forward to seeing the leadership they both bring to their Centers and 
eagerly await seeing them and all of our Center Directors at the CD-DCD Meeting next week! 

January 19, 2024 

Service Focused, Outcome Driven. 

#AdamsOneTeamOneGoal  

A Day of Peace and Blessings 

In an event worthy of her legacy, the Adams Family and 
friends gathered to celebrate the life of "Job Corps and 
Adams Family institution" Barbara Williams. Nearly 300 
people, including livestream participants, attended the 
event held at Busboys & Poets. Family friends from 
across Job Corps and DOL shared their fondest and often 
hilarious memories of Ms. Williams. Executive Director 
Rodney Butler served as MC of the event, which 
featured reflections from Adams President Susan 
Larson, a poem reading by KeyRock Executive CD 
Kelly King and song tributes from Kittrell CD Norm 
Turner and Family friend Stacy Atwater-Jones. Much 
appreciation to everyone involved in facilitating this event.  

Breakfast with Cartwright 
The KeyRock team, including OA/CTS Director Ed Weaver and WIOA 
Manager Jill Payne, caught up with U.S. Representative Matt Cartwright at 
the Hazleton Red Carpet Breakfast! Students Kayla-Lakie Womack, 
Agoreine Toudeka, Naythan Bouder and Mahiyah Martinez-Jones were 
able to meet and listen to Rep. Cartwright discuss opportunities in 
Pennsylvania. This same week, KeyRock celebrated graduate Janelle 
Morgan being mentioned in the Standard Speaker for her participation in 
IUPAT Local 2018 class! 

Anne Arundel Allies 

Woodland Center Director Jamilah Rideout spread the Job Corps message to Anne Arundel County during the 
Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corp. (AAWDC) quarterly meeting. She discussed the training opportunities 
at Woodland, especially related to all the upcoming infrastructure projects. The visit was a follow-up to AAWDC 
President/CEO Kirkland Murray touring the Center last month, with Maryland Department of Labor officials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the President, Susan Sez  
Adams Corporate leaders sought to share their Light with Center Directors and Deputy Center Directors during our 
January Corporate Meeting. The two-day meeting featured a video conference with Acting National Director Erin 
McGee and an innovative look at enhancing Center Culture through The Lighthouse Effect. Training topics included 
Quality Assurance, Data Integrity, Best Practices for Student Outcomes, OA/CTS Management, Continuing 
Improvement Processes, Staff Evaluations and Outreach. Our newest CDs even arrived a day earlier for sessions 
specifically tailored for new leadership. Kudos to all the Adams staff involved in providing this well-received training! 

January 26, 2024 
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Team Apollo Takes Off 

Exeter's Culinary Arts Team Apollo is readying to launch into the 
2024 National Prostart Invitational this spring! Exeter, led by Chef 
Mark Bennison, took home 1st place at the Rhode Island Prostart 
Invitational on Tuesday, which allows them to compete on the national 
level. Team Exeter Eagles and Team Eclipse also competed on the 
Culinary and Business Management events respectively. Congrats to 
our Culinary champions and good luck at nationals! 

Going with the Guard 
Phoenix Homeland Security graduate Charles Smith 
demonstrated his strong chemistry with the Arizona National 
Guard last month. Charles enlisted into the National Guard as 
a Chemical, Biological and Radiological Technician. His 
ceremony at the Center was witnessed by Phoenix Center 
veterans and fellow students, with some expressing interest in 
the Military Pathway afterward. Phenomenal job, Phoenix! 

Training Heats Up at HCC 

Woodland's new Advanced Culinary Arts students were sharpening 
their skills at Howard Community College (HCC) this week. The Center 
kicked off its first cohort in late January, marking the start of its partnership 
with the college. Students Jayla Morgan, Marcus Damarkus and Eijnar 
Lulo were caught in the act of preparing Cream of Tomato soup and 
chicken stock, under the guidance of HCC Instructor Jennifer Hairston. 
The students have been gelling well with the program, with some already 
talking about continuing onto the Associate Degree program, said HCC 
Culinary Coordinator Eric McCoy. He said he's excited for the Center's 
next cohort this summer. Program completers will earn American 
Culinary Federation credentials, along with college credits. 

From the President, Susan Sez  
Our Centers have been working vigorously to plan for their upcoming Workforce Outreach Events, including 
collaborations with Workforce Development Boards. Shriver Center Director Colleen Lanza is part of the 
Massachusetts Workforce Association Advocacy Academy, which presented to the Massachusetts Statehouse 
on a policy proposal for youth employment and transportation access. Woodland looks forward to hosting the 
Governor's Workforce Development Board in April. Finally, Glenmont will conduct its Advanced Training Expo for 
Boston Region Centers on Feb. 16. I can't wait to see what our other Centers come up with! 

February 9, 2024 
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A Magical Opportunity 

Kittrell and Miami students hope to catch some Disney Magic~ as a result of participating in the Disney World 
Career Fair at the New Orleans Center. Students interviewed with Disney Executive Chef Pauli Milotte for a 
chance to enroll in the Disney World Culinary Program. If selected, students will work at Disney World culinary 
attractions for four to six months starting at $21-$22 an hour. They will receive apartment housing, transportation and 
complimentary theme park admission. Kittrell’s participants (pictured top left) included Dshanti Brown and Cameron 
Richardson. Miami’s participants (pictured top right) included Quintin Bruce, Jimmie Davis El, Darencha Tillman, 
Kevon Richards and Samuel Prince Jr. Good luck future Disney cast members! 

Berry Good 
Glenmont Healthcare grad Ciara Berry has a healthy future ahead of her with Albany 
ENT & Allergy Services. Ciara started the position, which pays $18.75 an hour, after 
completing the Medical Administrative Assistant trade. This followed a WBL assignment 
with longtime Glenmont partner, e-BizDocs. Ciara even relocated from Brooklyn to Albany 
to take her new position! Congratulations, Ciara, and keep shining bright! 

OA Meets CIS 

Kittrell gave the assist to USCIS (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services) 
during an Afghan Support Center event at the Durham Convention Center. 
The event allowed Afghan refugees to meet with staff from government agencies 
and service providers such as Job Corps. Kittrell OA Counselor Barnard Allen 
attended the event to meet with potential applicants and came back with several 
initial applications. The event hosted nearly 700 Afghan guests, as well as almost 
200 guests from other nationalities. 

From the President, Susan Sez  
Kudos to our Adams Center IT teams for their strong showing in the January IT Satisfaction Survey. Almost every 
Center was in the success range of 90% or above, our best-scored month since September 2019! Shriver and 
Woodland even hit their first 90%-plus scores since they joined the survey pool. Way to exemplify "service-focused," 
IT teams! 

February 16, 2024 
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Sharing a Strong Point of View 

Woodland student leader Elijah Strong shared his vision for youth success as part of the White House Youth 
Policy Summit 2024 in Washington, D.C. Elijah (pictured leftmost in the top right picture) was selected to attend the 
event, titled "Cultivating Possibilities." He joined two other Job Corps students to discuss challenges, policy and 
innovative solutions for youth across geographies, particularly those of color, those identifying as LGBT+ and those 
with disabilities. This was a great opportunity for Elijah to be involved in direct dialogue with Federal policymakers and 
representatives from multiple departments, as well as members of the Biden Administration's White House team. 
Way to go, Elijah! 

Student Screening 
Mississippi Healthcare students took their skills on the road, as they conducted 
health screenings and CPR demonstrations at the Jackson State University 
Health Expo. Fifteen students attended the event, which was held in the 
Mississippi e-Center. Aside from supporting the event, students were able to 
participate in a variety of health-related activities. Here’s to a healthy showing from 
our students! 

A Superior Experience 

New Hampshire Security students participated in a unique look at their trade, 
as they observed one of the biggest murder cases in New Hampshire state 
history. Students AJ Jackson, Ryan Ordway, George Teroni, Joe Smith, 
Jordan Rashford, Craig McClintock and staff traveled to the Hillsborough 
County Superior Court North to attend the “State vs. Adam Montgomery” trial. 
They listened to prosecution details on the case, as they learned about 
courtroom demeanor, court roles and jury pool selection. “You can’t teach this 
stuff out of a textbook, it must be experienced in person,” said Security 
Instructor Brian Bovyn.  

From the President, Susan Sez  
Adams is closing out the month with a stream of successes! We learned that Kittrell students Dshanti Brown and 
Cameron Richardson and Miami students Samuel Prince Jr. and Quintin Bruce were accepted into the Disney 
Culinary Program! Over in the Philadelphia Region, our Achieve Workforce Academy (AWA) has partnered with 
Woodland to provide WBL experiences! The AWA team visited Woodland on Feb. 21 to meet with students and 
discuss WBL options. Finally, our Centers did a tremendous job with 60th Anniversary student essay submissions for 
the National Job Corps Association contest! 
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ULT-imate Success 

Graduates from Delaware Valley's newest Advanced Training program, Utility Locator Technician, are reaching new 
heights with USIC jobs. Graduates Ramone Gayle (pictured left), Ricardo Sinclair (pictured center) and Jaylan 
Jones (pictured right) all earned four credentials through the MEA Energy Association and were placed with USIS, 
making $18.50 hourly. They can expect a pay increase after four months, eight months and then yearly. Jaylan 
transferred from Muhlenberg, while Ramone and Ricardo transferred from Edison. Way to soar, Eagles! 

Essay Excellence 
Brunswick Healthcare student Wana Gerome won over the Atlanta Region with her 60th Anniversary Essay on how 
Job Corps reshaped her journey! Wana competed against other Atlanta Region essays for the NJCA Job Corps 60th 
Anniversary Student Essay Contest. Wana wrote about her life as an immigrant child and finding Job Corps as a 
guiding light after dropping out of college due to financial burden and familial responsibilities. She praised Job Corps 
for empowering her with new skills and giving her a supportive community. Congratulations on your powerful essay, 
Wana! 

Advancing with Amtrol 

Exeter Welding graduate Michael Zaccaria aced his WBL with Amtrol, earning him a full-time 
position at $24 an hour! Michael enrolled at Exeter in July 2022 and completed his GED within 
less than two months. He conducted 100 hours of WBL with Amtrol, impressing his managers 
into hiring him. Work that WBL into success, Exeter! 

From the President, Susan Sez  
We welcomed our Center OA/CTS leaders from throughout the country to discuss 
best practices for outreach, recruitment and placement, as well as the updated Zero 
Tolerance policy related to marijuana. The 4-day training in the Columbia Office 
was led by Corporate OA/CTS leaders Jason Parry and Alonso Quezada and 
featured a session entirely about innovative OA approaches. We look forward to 
seeing these new ideas put into action! 

In other news, Adams Family members were able to catch a game and photo with 
Northwestern University Basketball star guard Boo Buie, brother of Adams star 
player Glenmont Center Director Tracy Battle. 
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https://thebrunswicknews.com/community_life/job-corp-official-visits-jekyll-lions-club/article_90a40cbc-d948-5caf-a7ff-5d932ce7d972.html
https://thebrunswicknews.com/community_life/job-corp-official-visits-jekyll-lions-club/article_90a40cbc-d948-5caf-a7ff-5d932ce7d972.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Th9mgg7t8wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmHBKEgGiBg&t=9s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmHBKEgGiBg&t=9s
https://twitter.com/ProStart/status/1653741173884829696?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/RepJimMcGovern/posts/pfbid073vq4SZqaqkCZ7aVEsb9iCF8G6zSPLLFMhZeY1PYAqcwY716i3LsKVwAJuWp7YQGl
https://www.milfordfreepress.com/2023/05/08/434543/mendon-senior-center-receives-earth-day-assistance
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/boston/news/fbi-boston-presents-2022-directors-community-leadership-award-to-tamer-koheil
https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices/boston/news/fbi-boston-presents-2022-directors-community-leadership-award-to-tamer-koheil
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/new-shelter-to-help-homeless-fathers-scranton-catherine-mcauley-center-keystone-job-corps/523-563a91e5-1282-4476-96bc-90058623c70a
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7072273769418891264
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7079174878796341248
https://www.pahomepage.com/pa-live/sponsored-content/red-rock-job-corps-center-helps-you-build-your-career/
https://www.copiahmonitor.com/2024/01/16/greenhouse-project-aims-to-grow-lifelong-skills/
https://www.copiahmonitor.com/2024/01/16/greenhouse-project-aims-to-grow-lifelong-skills/
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/apprenticeships-provide-job-training-with-pay-and-without-debt/article_ffd63464-205e-576a-92fd-5ba759da4047.html

